High Performance Committee
Competitions Format Bulletin

September 2010

 BC Cup and BC Short Track Championships (BCST) Format
Eligibility & Seeding  
The 2010-2011 ST BC Cup will be held November 6-7, 2010 in Abbotsford, in conjunction with the ST CWG Trials #1. The 2010-2011 BCST will tentatively be held March 5-6, 2011 in Port Coquitlam (location and date remained TBC). Both the BC Cup and BCST will follow the same format and will be open to all skaters in the Train to Train (T2T) age category and older, including novice and masters skaters (i.e. a skater no longer need meet time restrictions to participate in these two competitions).

Skaters will skate in the following categories (as determined by the critical birthdate of July 1, 2010):

· T2T age 11 (female) 

· T2T age 12 (male, female)

· T2T age 13 (male, female)

· T2T age 14 (male, female)

· T2T age 15 (male)

· ISU Junior B (male, female): ages 15 and 16

· ISU Junior A (male, female): ages 17 and 18

· NeoSenior (male, female): ages 19-23 (combines NeoSenior I and NeoSenior II)

· Senior (male, female): ages 24-29

· Masters 30+ (male, female): ages 30-34

· Masters 35+ (male, female): ages 35-39

· Masters 40+ (male, female): ages 40-44

· Masters 45+ (male, female): ages 45-49

· Masters 50+ (male, female): ages 50-54

· Masters 55+ (male, female): ages 55-59

· Masters 60+ (male, female): ages 60-64

· Masters 65+ (male, female): ages 65-69

· Masters 70+ (male, female): ages 70-74

· Masters 75+ (male, female): ages 75-79

· Masters 80+ (male, female): ages 80-84

· Masters 85+ (male, female): ages 85+

· Novice

The meet coordinator, in consultation with HPC, has the right to combine the following groups: T2T ages 11 and 12 (female); T2T ages 13 and 14 (female); T2T ages 12 and 13 (male); T2T ages 14 and 15 (male); ISU Junior A and B (like-gender combinations); NeoSenior and Senior categories (like-gender combinations); and any of the Masters categories (like-gender or cross-gender combinations) in order to have appropriate and meaningful group sizes. Similarly, the meet coordinator (in consultations with HPC) has the right to create “A” and “B” groups within any age group that has more than 24 registered skaters. The skaters will be seeded into the groups based on their 500m seed times. Please note that medals will be awarded to each age category (excluding Novice) at the BCST, regardless of combination or splitting of groups. Awards may be given at BC Cup.  

Skaters skating equal to or over 125% of the 500m National Record in the Junior B, Junior A, NeoSenior and Senior age groups will skate in the Novice category, as well as any Masters skater who has not met the time standard in the chart below. Skaters in the T2T age group would not skate in the Novice category. All Novice skaters will be seeded into groups of 24, based on their 500m seed time.

	Group
	500m National Record
	125% Cut-Off

	ISU Junior A & B Female
	Junior Record  -  43.922
	54.903

	ISU Junior A & B Male
	Junior Record  - 41.949
	52.436

	NeoSenior & Senior Female
	Senior Record - 43.241
	54.051

	NeoSenior & Senior Male
	Senior Record - 40.437
	50.546

	Masters Female
	n/a
	1:10.00

	Masters Male
	n/a
	1:00.00


All submitted seed times must be from the current or previous skating season, skated in a competition with a minimum Provincial or SSC sanction. For those skaters from out of province, documented times with protocol must be forwarded along with entry.

Events Skated

All events skated are based on the events that would be skated by the appropriate age group at Canadian Championships, as determined by SSC.

· T2T: These events will be skated on a 100m oval.
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· ISU Junior A and B, NeoSenior/Senior: Day 1: 1500m, 500m; Day 2: 1000m, 3000m points race, 3000m relay (female)/ 5000m relay (male). These events will be skated on a 111.12m oval.
· Masters, Novice: Day 1: 777m, 500m; Day 2: 1000m, super 1500m, 3000m relay. These events will be skated on a 111.12m oval.
Relays (as listed above) are mandatory events, save for the Masters and Novice categories. Relays for these categories will be skated at the discretion of the Meet Coordinator, in consultation with HPC.
Points Awarded

Ranking Points will be awarded for finals of each distance as per the SSC Championships points system:
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In-Competition Rules

· The racing rules of SSC, and where applicable, the ISU, will be used.  Exceptions to the rules are noted in this 2010-11 BC Competition Format Bulletin
· The Chair of the HPC (or designate) must receive notification, in writing, if a skater retires from competition due to illness or injury.  Points will be retained once approved by the HPC.  Upon approval, notification must be given to the Recorder and Chief Referee.  If a skater retires for any reason without notification and approval by the HPC, then that skater’s points will be forfeited and no credit will be received for that competition

· If a skater misses their race, they will not be allowed to return to competition for that distance

· If a skater drops out before the heats of the first round of racing (for the first distance only), the heats will be re-seeded

· If it is felt by the referee that team skating is occurring, that official has the right to remove the points from those skaters involved in that race to encourage the fairest possible competition

· In case of failure to finish due to injury or equipment failure, or scratches in the heats, quarter-finals or semi-finals, the following rules apply:

· Skaters who drop out (scratch) before a quarter-final or semi-final will receive the last place position in that race, behind any skaters who might subsequently fail to finish due to infraction, or fail to finish due to injury/ equipment failure

· In case of failure to finish due to injury/ equipment failure, or scratches in the final, the following rules apply:

· A skater who has not finished the race due to an injury/ equipment failure will receive last place points, ahead of any skater who drops out before a final

Advancements

· In the event of a disqualification, the Referee will decide how far the skater infracted upon is to advance to (which semi or final)

· This will not displace those who qualified for that race prior to the advancement

· If advancement occurs, the ISU Starting Rule will be followed:



“There is one Start Line and each skater has a right to be on it. The skater may choose



  to start behind the Start Line”

Racing Formats

Advancing through the rounds of competition, towards the final, will occur as per SSC Competition Bulletin No 2010.01. Please see Annex 1, attached to this document, for details. Any special racing formats/regulations are listed below (as stated in the SSC Competition Bulletin No 2010.01); exceptions specific to BCSSA are noted in bold and italicized font.
Racing Formats and Special Regulations – Relay (T2T)
1. Relay teams will be formed from within age categories as follows with all skaters being eligible to skate the                 relay:
Male                 
12 & 13                   
14 & 15
Female             
11 & 12                   
13 & 14

2. Teams may be comprised of three (3) or four (4) skaters.

3. Branches with sufficient skaters must enter their respective Branch teams. Branches with insufficient skaters and those with extra skaters are encouraged to combine them with skaters of another Branch to form a team. Please note: this rule does not apply for the BC Cup or BCST. 
4. No skater may be a member of more than one (1) relay team. 
5. Teams must be submitted by the Branch Coach or Team Leader no later than the conclusion of the final warm up session on the day of the relay heats. Please note: this rule does not apply for the BC Cup or BCST.
6. Teams will be seeded into heats based upon the cumulative 400m/ 500m seed times of all skaters on the team.  The cumulative time will then be divided by the number of skaters on the team.  That shall constitute the Team Seed time. 

7. Team will advance directly from heats to finals.  Only the top eight (8) teams plus advancements will skate in the finals.  Heats and finals will not be held on the same day. Please note: this rule does not apply for the BC Cup or BCST. Relay heats need not be held.  At the referee’s discretion and time permitting remaining teams may skate finals.
8. Final ranking for teams not skating finals will be determined by their placing in heats.

Racing Formats and Special Regulations – Relay (Junior B+)
1.    All skaters are eligible to skate the relay. Skaters in the Junior A, B, NeoSenior and Senior groups will skate one set of relays. Skaters in the Masters and Novice groups will skate a second set of relays.
2.    Skaters from Junior A, B and Neo Senior and Senior may be used to form a team for the first set of relays. Skaters from the Masters and Novice groups may be used to form a team for the second set of relays. 

3.    Teams may be comprised of three (3) or four (4) skaters.

4.    Branches with sufficient skaters must enter their respective Branch teams.  Branches with insufficient skaters and those with extra skaters are encouraged to combine with skaters of another Branch to form a team with the goal that all skaters be provided an opportunity to skate the relay. Please note: this rule does not apply for the BC Cup or BCST.
5.    No skater may be a member of more than one relay team.

6.   Teams must be submitted by the Branch Coach or Team Leader no later than the conclusion of the final warm up session for the age class competition on the day of the relay heat. Please note: this rule does not apply for the BC Cup or BCST.
7.   Teams will be seeded into heats based upon the cumulative 500m times of all skaters on the team.  The cumulative time will then be divided by the number of skaters on the team.  That shall constitute the Team Seed time. 

8.   Teams will advance through rounds in accordance with the guidelines established for the composition of relay heats.  Due to time restrictions only A and B finals must be skated, additional finals may be skated at the discretion of the referee in consultation with the meet coordinator and SSC technical representative.  Final points will be awarded based on team rankings at the completion of their final round.

9.    Heats and finals will not be held on the same day. Please note: this rule does not apply for the BC Cup or BCST. Relay heats need not be held.
10.  A relay for Open Class skaters may be organised at the discretion of the HPSTC. Please note: this rule does not apply for the BC Cup or BCST.
Racing Formats and Special Regulations – 10 minute, 2 person Relay

1. Skaters will be seeded for the 10 minute, 2 person relay based on their final position in the 400m.  Note:  The nature of the seeding process will likely result in skaters from different Branches (clubs) skating together as a team.

2. Teams will be comprised within each final as follows based on seeding. 
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3. If there are an odd number of skaters, that skater may skate as an individual or alternatively may collect last place points if he/she chooses not to skate.

4. A lap scorer will be assigned to each team for the duration of the race.  The chief lap scorer will have a hand held clicker and call out the number of laps.

5. The Chief Starter shall be assigned the task of monitoring the time for the duration of the race.

6. When ten (10) minutes has been completed, the starter shall fire one (1) shot, signalling the end of 10 minutes.  All skaters will then complete the lap which they are skating, which shall be counted as their final lap.  The order of finish shall be determined by the total number of laps completed, then by order of finish on the final lap.  Teams who are disqualified will receive no points. Skaters on a team for whom a race is stopped and are unable to complete the race due to injury shall be credited for the total number of laps completed up-until the race was stopped.  These teams and skaters will be ranked accordingly.

7. Final points for overall ranking will be awarded to each individual skater based on the rank of his or her team in this event.

8. The medalists will come from Final A. Individual championship medals will be awarded to the three teams who have completed the most laps. Please note: this rule does not apply for the BC Cup or BCST.  All skaters will be awarded placement points towards the overall title.

9. If a race is blown, it shall be restarted as follows:
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10. When a race is restarted, skaters are to be placed on the start line in order of the most laps completed thus far in a race; with the skater representing the team with the most laps completed starting in the first lane position.  If tied, skaters are to re-take the initial start position.  It is at the team’s discretion to decide which skater shall re-start.

11. If a fall results in a single skater on a team being unable to complete a race due to injury, the other skater on the team may complete the remainder of the race skating individually.  Both team members will receive credit for the total number of laps skated. If the skater chooses not to re-start individually, the team shall be ranked based on the total number of laps up until the injury occurred.


Racing Formats and Special Regulations – 3000m Points Race

1. The 3000m Points Race will run similar to a criterion race in cycling and will be the last individual event on the program.  Skaters are to be seeded into this event based on the cumulative points thus far in the competition.  A maximum of eight (8) skaters will be allowed to start in each race.  Each skater will be identified by a different coloured helmet cover. In the event of a tie for the final position in a final, the tie shall be broken by the result of skaters in the longest distance already skated in the competition.

2. Skaters will score points when they cross the line with 20, 13 and 6 laps remaining, as well as the finishing lap.   Points are assigned as follows:  34, 21, 13, 8, 5, 3, 2 and 1 point.   Double points will be awarded for the final lap.  i.e. lap 27.

3. Lapped skaters must go to the centre.  They will earn 0 points for the remainder of the race.  A skater is deemed to be lapped once overtaken by the lead skater. Lapped skaters shall retain all points earned earlier in the race.

4. Final placing in the event will be determined by the total number of points earned by each skater in the race.  Should skaters finish with an equal number of points, the result on the final lap will be used to break the tie. Skaters in the A final will receive Final Points for positions 1 through 8, skaters in the B final will receive Final Points for positions 9 through 16 and so on and so forth.

5. Disqualified skaters shall receive no points for the race; however points earned by other skaters during the race will not be re-distributed.  They will receive last place final points for their final.

6. During the 3000m points races there will be a bell rung one lap before each points lap.  

7. Should the referee be required to stop a race for any reason and a restart is required, the number of laps to be completed shall be at the discretion of the referee, however the referee must allow skaters to complete at least three (3) laps prior to points being awarded.  

Racing Formats and Special Regulations – 100m Pursuit

1.   All skaters will compete in Heats and Finals.  Seeding for heats is to be based on seed times.

2.   Following the heats, skaters will compete in final brackets of 8 skaters, with the top 8 skaters being placed in the top bracket, the next 8 skaters in the second bracket and ranked accordingly based on their placing in the final.  The next 8 fastest will be placed in tier two and compete for places 9 through 16 and so on.  In the event of a tie for 8th or 16th positions the tied skaters shall be placed in the higher bracket.  A random draw will be made to determine which of the two tied skaters will skate alone.

3.   Finals are to be raced from slowest to fastest.  The winners will be declared as follows, fastest time in top bracket final, 2nd fastest time in top bracket final, etc…  Should two skaters achieve the same time in the final, both skaters will be awarded points for that position and no points shall be awarded for the following position.  For Example, should two skaters achieve the same 4th place time, both skaters would receive 4th place final points and no 5th place points would be awarded.

4.   The fastest skater in a starting pair shall start on the side of the Start/Finish line used for all other events.

5.   Skaters disqualified in the heats will be relegated to the bottom bracket for the finals.  Skaters who are disqualified in the final will receive last place points in their bracket.

6.   Skaters will be marshalled on and off the ice in groups of four (4) pairs, with skaters not racing waiting in the centre of the ice.

BC Long Track (BCLT) Championships Format
Eligibility & Seeding

The 2010-2011 BCLT will be held January 15-16, 2011 in Dawson Creek. The competition will be open to all skaters in the Train to Train (T2T) age category and older, including masters skaters (i.e. a skater no longer need meet time restrictions to participate in this competition). A concurrent competition for skaters in the L2T and FUNdamentals age group may be held, at the discretion of the host club. This competition would not be considered part of the BCLT competition. 

Skaters will skate in the following categories (as determined by the critical birthdate of July 1, 2010):

· T2T age 11 (female) 

· T2T age 12 (male, female)

· T2T age 13 (male, female)

· T2T age 14 (male, female)

· T2T age 15 (male)

· Open female: ages 15-29

· Open male: ages 16-29

· Masters 30 (male, female): ages 30-34

· Masters 35 (male, female): ages 35-39

· Masters 40 (male, female): ages 40-44

· Masters 45 (male, female): ages 45-49

· Masters 50 (male, female): ages 50-54

· Masters 55 (male, female): ages 55-59

· Masters 60 (male, female): ages 60-64

· Masters 65 (male, female): ages 65-69

· Masters 70+ (male, female): ages 70-74

· Masters 75+ (male, female): ages 75-79

· Masters 80+ (male, female): ages 80-84

· Masters 85+ (male, female): ages 85+

The meet coordinator, in consultation with HPC, has the right to combine the following groups: T2T ages 11 and 12 (female); T2T ages 13 and 14 (female); T2T ages 12 and 13 (male); T2T ages 14 and 15 (male); and any of the Masters categories (like-gender or cross-gender combinations) in order to have appropriate and meaningful group sizes. Please note that medals will be awarded to each age category, regardless of combination of groups.  

All submitted seed times must be from the current or previous skating season and must have been skated at a competition with a minimum Provincial or SSC sanction. Long track or short track times will be accepted. For those skaters from out of province, documented times with protocol must be forwarded along with entry.

Events Skated

All events skated are based on the events that would be skated by the appropriate age group at Canadian Championships, as determined by SSC.
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Masters categories will follow the same program as the Open category above. If the T2T female age groups 13 and 14 or the T2T male age groups age 14 and 15 are combined, the distance of the team pursuit (4 or 5 laps) will be decided by the Meet Coordinator, in consultation with HPC.

Points Awarded

Ranking Points will be awarded for finals of each T2T distance as per the SSC Championships points system:
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Sammelagt points will be used for the Open and Masters categories. All-round awards will be awarded based on lowest Sammelagt point totals.

In-Competition Rules

· The Chair of the HPC (or designate) must receive notification, in writing, if a skater retires from competition due to illness or injury.  Points will be retained once approved by the HPC.  Upon approval, notification must be given to the Recorder and Chief Referee.  If a skater retires for any reason without notification and approval by the HPC, then that skater’s points will be forfeited and no credit will be received for that competition

· If a skater misses their race, they will not be allowed to return to competition for that distance

· If a skater drops out before the heats of the first round of racing (for the first distance only), the heats will be re-seeded

· If it is felt by the referee that team skating is occurring, that official has the right to remove the points from those skaters involved in that race to encourage the fairest possible competition

· In case of failure to finish due to injury or equipment failure, or scratches in the heats, quarter-finals or semi-finals, the following rules apply:

· Skaters who drop out (scratch) before a quarter-final or semi-final will receive the last place position in that race, behind any skaters who might subsequently fail to finish due to infraction, or fail to finish due to injury/ equipment failure

· In case of failure to finish due to injury/ equipment failure, or scratches in the final, the following rules apply:

· A skater who has not finished the race due to an injury/ equipment failure will receive last place points, ahead of any skater who drops out before a final

Advancements (Mass Start Races Only)

· In the event of a disqualification, the Referee will decide how far the skater infracted upon is to advance to (which semi or final)

· This will not displace those who qualified for that race prior to the advancement

· If advancement occurs, the ISU Starting Rule will be followed:



“There is one Start Line and each skater has a right to be on it. The skater may choose



  to start behind the Start Line”

Reskates (Olympic Style Races Only)
· Per ISU Rule 262
Lane Positions (Olympic Style Races Only)
· Per ISU Rule 239
Racing Formats

Racing formats will occur as per SSC Competition Bulletin No 2010.01. Please see Annex 1, attached to this document, for details. Exceptions specific to BCSSA are noted in bold and italicized font.

Racing Formats – Mass Start Events

For all mass start events the heat composition and round progression shall be the same as used in Short Track.  Skaters will be seeded into heats based on their season best times skated outdoors (please note: skaters will be seeded into their first event for BCLT based on the submitted seed time (short track or long track, as described above). Seeding for subsequent races will be based on cumulative point totals). 

If the racing lane is less than 6 metres wide, a maximum of 6 skaters will be placed on the line for any given race, if the track is greater than 6 metres wide a maximum of 7 skaters will be allowed.  

Racing Formats  - Olympic Style Events

All ISU racing rules apply. Quartets may be conducted for all distances of 1000m or greater.

Any special racing formats/regulations are listed below (as stated in the SSC Competition Bulletin No 2010.01).

Racing Formats - Relays and Pursuits

1. All relays and pursuits shall be skated on the inner racing lane.
2. Relay teams  and pursuit teams will be formed from within age categories as follows with all skaters being eligible to participate in the relay:

Male                       

12 & 13                   
14 & 15                   
16 to 29

i. Female                               
11 & 12                   
13 & 14                   
15 to 29

2. Branches with sufficient skaters must enter Branch teams (either 3 or 4 members).  Branches with insufficient skaters or with extra skaters have the option of combining with skaters of another Branch to form a team. Please note: this rule does not apply for BCLT.
3. No skater may be a member of more than one relay or pursuit team.

4. A minimum of three (3) skaters to a maximum of four (4) skaters may take part in a pursuit.  The third skater over the line will trigger the finishing time for the pursuit team. 

5. All Pursuits and relays will be conducted as a final.

6. In the case of the pursuit, the third skater on the team to complete the distance will determine the finishing time for the team.

7. Teams must be submitted by the Branch Coach or Team Leader to the Host Organization no later than the conclusion of the Saturday morning warm-up session. Please note: this rule does not apply for BCLT.
8. Teams will be seeded into heats based upon the cumulative 500m times of all skaters on the team.  The cumulative time will then be divided by the number of skaters on the team.  That shall constitute the Team Seed time. 

9. Two pursuit teams will race at a time whereas up to four relay teams may compete at a time.
Annex 1

The following information is copied verbatim from SSC Competition Bulletin No 2010.01, save for exceptions noted in bold and italicized font. Please refer to the SSC bulletin for clarification as necessary.
Composition of Heats
All skaters shall be seeded in order of their entry time for each individual distance unless otherwise specified (exception: skaters will be seeded into the first heat based on their submitted seed time. Subsequent heats will be seeded based on cumulative points (position) at that point in the competition).  Entry times must have been skated during the current skating season. 
Lane positions will be determined as per ISU rule 296.  For the first qualifying round of the first distance lane positions will be drawn by the Competitor Steward through a random computer draw.

For each subsequent round the lane position will be decided by the times skated in the preceding qualifying round.  Skaters will be assigned lane positions from the inside of the track to the outside in the order of their times commencing with the fastest time.
Seeding for Quarter-finals and Semi-finals
Seeding for the semi-finals in events where six (6) skaters start on the line (ie. 1500m), and for the quarter-finals and semi-finals in events where four (4) skaters skater on the line (ie. 500m, 1000m) will be done on the basis of a ranking derived from seeding points awarded in the heats (for events with six (6) skaters on the line) and heats and quarter-finals (for events with four (4) skaters on the line) as described below. 
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Ties in seeding points will be broken by referring to the placing and then times skated in the previous round of racing; the highest placing and then the fastest time among those tied in seeding points will be seeded highest and so on. If there is still a tie then the skater with the highest original seeding for the distance will be seeded highest and so on.  Any further ties will be broken by a coin toss.
Composition of the Heats (6 skaters on the line) if 32
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 Composition of the Semi-Finals (6 skaters on the line) if 32
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Top Bracket

The top three (3) skaters from each of the six (6) heats will be placed into the top bracket (final ranks 1-18) and seeded into three (3) semi-finals (A, B, C) as described above.

Bottom Bracket 

The remaining skaters from each of the six (6) heats will be placed into the bottom bracket (final ranks 19- 32) and seeded into two (2) semi-finals (D, E) as described above.

Composition of Finals (6 skaters on the line) if 32
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Composition of Heats (4 skaters on the line) if 32
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Composition of Quarter- finals (4 skaters on the line) if 32
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Top Bracket 

The top two (2) skaters from each of the eight (8) heats will be placed into the top bracket (final ranks 1-16 or lower depending on the number of advancements in the heats) and seeded into four (4) quarter-finals (A, B, C, D) as described above. 

Bottom Bracket 

The remaining skaters from each of the eight (8) heats will be placed into the bottom bracket (final ranks 17- 32) and seeded into four (4) quarter-finals (E, F G, H) as described above.

Composition of Semi-Finals (4 skaters on the line) if 32
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Top Bracket 

The top two (2) skaters from each of the four (4) top bracket quarter-finals will be seeded into the top two (2) semi- finals (A, B; final ranks 1-8 or lower depending on the number of advancements in the quarter-finals) as described above. 

The remaining skaters from each of the four (4) top bracket quarter-finals will be seeded into the next two (2) semi-finals (C, D; final ranks 9-16 or lower depending on the number of advancements in the heats and quarter-finals) as described above. 

Bottom Bracket will move directly to Finals E, F, G and H

The top two (2) skaters from each of the four (4) bottom bracket quarter-finals will be seeded into the top two (2) bottom bracket final (E final rank 17-21, F; final ranks 21-24). 

The remaining skaters from each of the four (4) bottom bracket quarter-finals will be seeded into the last two (2) finals (G, final 25-28, H; final 29-32) . 

Composition of Finals (4 skaters on the line) if 32
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Composition of the Heats (6 skaters on the line) if 24
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Composition of the Semi-Finals (6 skaters on the line) if 24
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Top Bracket

The top three (3) skaters from each of the four (4) heats will be placed into the top bracket (final ranks 1-12) and seeded into two (2) semi-finals (A, B) as described above.

Bottom Bracket 

The remaining skaters from each of the four (4) heats will be placed into the bottom bracket (final ranks 13-24) and seeded into two (2) semi-finals (C,D) as described above

Composition of Finals (1500m) if 24
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Composition of Heats (4 skaters on the line) if 24
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Composition of Quarter-Finals (4 skaters on the line) if 24
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Top Bracket

The top two (2) skaters from each of the six (6) heats plus the four (4) fastest 3rd place finishers will be placed into the top four (4) quarterfinals (A, B, C, D; final rank 1-16 or lower depending on the number of advancements in the 1st round)

Bottom Bracket

Note: All other skaters [final rank, 17 (or lower depending on advancements from the 1st round) – 24] will proceed directly to the semi-finals 

Composition of Semi-Finals (4 skaters on the line) if 24
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Top Bracket

The top two (2) skaters from each of the four (4) quarter-finals will be placed into the top two (2) semi-finals (A, B; final rank 1-8 or lower depending on the number of advancements in the quarter-finals)

The remaining skaters from each of the four (4) quarter-finals will be placed into the next two (2) semi-finals (C, D; final rank 9-16 or lower depending on the number of advancements in the heats)

Bottom Bracket

The remaining skaters from the heats will be placed into the last two (2) finals (E final rank 17-20,  F; final rank 21-24)

Composition of Finals (4 skaters on the line) if 24
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Composition of Relay Heats with 20 Teams
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Should fewer than twenty (20) teams start, the composition of relay heats may be modified by the Chief Referee in consultation with the SSC Technical Representative, Competition/Event Coordinator and Competitors steward.  Should sixteen (16) or fewer teams start, no semi-finals will be skated.

Composition of Relay Semi-Finals with 20 Teams

The top team from each of the five (5) heats plus the three (3) fastest 2nd place teams will be placed in semi-finals. 
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Composition of Relay Finals with 20 Teams
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Teams disqualified in the Heat or Semi-Finals will not be allowed to skate in the Finals.  Should disqualifications occur in the semi-finals, top ranked teams from the heats will be advanced to complete the finals.

Should the total number of entries, team withdrawals or disqualification result in the bottom final being comprised of only one (1) or two (2) teams.   The bottom finals (C & D) are to be re-seeded so as to comprised of up to five teams.

Composition of Relay Heats with 12 Teams
[image: image25.emf]
Composition of Relay Finals with 16 Teams or less
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Teams disqualified in the Heat will not be allowed to skate in the Finals. 

Should the total number of entries, team withdrawals or disqualification result in the bottom final being comprised of only one (1) or two (2) teams.   The bottom finals (B & C) are to be re-seeded so as to be comprised of up to five (5) teams.
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